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CLAIMS 



B.) AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 
Claim I . (canceled) 



I 



C[aim-2?tcurTentIy amended) A collective procurement management system comprising: 
a processor; and 

a memory in conununication with the processor, the memory storing a plurality of 
processing instructions that enable the processor to: 

generate a profile for each of a plurality of purchasers based on their 
purchasing characteristics over a pe riod of time, the profile characteristics including types of 
items ordered, quantities of ite ms ordered, location and shipping needs ; 

generate a profile for each of a pl urality of sellers based on types of items 
provided, industry type, payment methods used r order shipment time and credit rating: 

provide to each of the p lurality of sellers a macro for automatically 
uploading a catalog of items avai lable for purchase, including a minimum price and a minimum 
order size of each of the items: 

provide the minimum price and th e minimum order size to the plurality of 
purchasers prior to a s ubmission of a purchase request; 

receive a purchase request from each of a thg plurality of purchasers for an 
item, each purchase request including a at least one separate purchase price for an the. itenva 
separate quantity of the item, and a separate delivery condition for the item ; 

receive, from at loam on e se l ler each of a p lurality of sellers, a bid for a 
supply commitment for the item, the supply commitment each bid including a plurality of supply 
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prices fpr thg ftpm, each supply price corresponding to a quantity of the item to be included in an 
order; 

group said plurality of purchase requests, based on the item and the 
purchase price, into a collective procurement order; 

identify at least one of the plurality of sellers for supplying tJie item for the 
collective procurement order based on the received bids; 

identify a final supply price for the collective procurement order based on 
the ordered quantity of the hem in the collective procurement order and the received bids supply 

rw\fY\mti rrl r*nt • an/4 

vvri ■ TJI LJll tl^UVp dflU 

fulfill said collective procurement order bv matching at least one of the 
identified supplier? with rcspcat to eaeh at least one of said plurality of purchasers, based on a 
comparison of the profile of each p urchaser with the \vith the profile of each identi6ed supplier. 
aqd farther based gn each requested purchase price and received delivery condition compared to 
the supply commitment received f or each identified supplier sup ply commitments , at least one of 
said purchase requests being fulfilled at the final supply price when the final supply price is 
lower than the purchase price included in a $£id purchase request. 



f ClaimX(previously presented) The system of claim^said memory farther comprising 
an inventory database including a listing of at least one item available for purchase by the 
plurality of purchasers. 




3 
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Claim /. (previously presented) The system of claim ^wherein the processor groups each 
purchase request based on a similar item requested by the plurality of purchasers. 

. r i 

Claim^Cpreviously presented) The system of claim^wherein the processor groups each 
purchase request only if the purchase requests specify the same hem. 

Claim^previously presented) The system of claim ^^kvherein the processor fulfills the 
collective procurement order if the plurality of purchase requests satisfy at least one threshold 
condition. 

Claim ^(previously presented) The system of claim ^said threshold condition including 
a minimum number of purchasers in the collective procurement order. 

r 

n * 

Oaim^previously presented) The system of claim f£ said threshold condition including 
a minimum quantity of requested items in the collective procurement order. 

ClaimXCpreviously presented) The system of clrim/f? said threshold condition including 
a minimum total order price for the collective procurement order, the total order price based on 
the plurality of purchase prices and a number of requested items in the collective procurement 
order. 



4 
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Claim y£( currently amended) A method for fulfilling a collective procurement order 
between at least one supplier and a plurality of purchasers, the method comprising: 

generating a profile for each of a plurality of purchasers based on their purchasing 
characteristics over a period of time, the profile characteristics including types of items ordered, 
quantities of items ordered, location and shipping needs: 

generating a profile for each of a plurality of sellers based on types of items 
provided, industry typ e, payment methods used, order shipment time and credit rating: 

providing to each of the plurality of sellers a macro for automatically uploading a 
catalog of items available for purchase, including a minimum price and a minimum order size o f 
each Qf ^ items; 

providing the mini mum price and the minimum order size to the plurality of 
purchasers prior to a submission of a purchase reques t: 

receiving a purchase request from each of a plurality of purchasers for an 
identified item, the purchase request including a at least one separate purchase price for an 
identified item . a separate quantity of the identified item, and a separate delivery condition for 
the identified item : 

r e c ei ving a supply commitment from at least ono s u pplier for the identified item ? 
the s upply oommitment including a plurality of supply pric e s, caoh supply price correspond i ng to 
a quantity of the item to be included in an order, 

selective l y grouping said plurality of purchase requests, based on said i dentified 
item and th e purchas e price, to create a collective proour e ment -ordef; 

5 
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identifying a final supp l y prioo for the collective procurement ordor booed on the 
ordered quantity of the item in the co l lective procurement ord e r and the supply commitment;, and 

fulfilling said collective procurement order between said at - least one supplier and 
said plura l ity of purchasers, baaed on each purchase pric e rece i ved from each of the p l urality of 
purcha s ers and received supply commitments, at least otic of said purchase requests being 
fulfilled at -t h e final supply price wh e n the final supply prioo is lower than the purchase pr i ce 
i ncluded in a purchase reque st 

receiving from ea ch of a plurality of sellers, a bid for a supply commitment for 
the identified item, each bid including a plurali ty of supply prices for the identified item, each 
supply price corresponding to a qua ntity of the identified item to be included in an order; 

grouping said Plurality of purchase requests, based on the identified item and the 
purchase price, into a collective procurement order: 

identifying at least one of the plural ity of sellers for supplying the identified item 
for the collective proc urement order, based on the received bids; 

identifying a final supply price for th? col lective procurement order based on t .hq 
quantity of the identifie d item in the collective procurement order and the received bids: and 

fulfilling sa id collective procurement order by matching at least one of the 
identified suppliers t o at least one of said plurality of purchasers, based on a comparison of the 
profile of each purchaser with the wi th the profile of each identified supplier, and further baseo 1 
on each requested purchase price and received delivery condition compared to the supp l y 
commitment received for each identified supplier, at least one of said purchase requests being 
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fulfilled at the final supply price when the final supply price is lower than the purchase price 
included in said purchase request 

Claim yC. (currently amended) The method of claim ^wherein said oollootiv e 
procurement order is fi j lfilt o d b y a plurality of supplier s ^ each of said suppliers ferffitfwft fulfill at 
kasLa portion of said collootivo proourement order each purchase request . 

x 

Claim J2f (canceled) 

Claim ^(previously presented) The method of claim l^said fulfilling further 
comprising: 

fulfilling the collective procurement order only if a minimum total quantity of the 
identified item is ordered from the plurality of purchase requests. 

Claim yi. (previously presented) The method of claim said fulfilling further 
comprising: 

fulfilling said collective procurement order only if a minimum number of 
purchasers are grouped. 

Claim |5. (previously presented) The method of claim^0('said fulfilling further 
comprising: 
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fulfilling the collective procurement order only if a minimum total order price is 
established for the collective procurement order, based on the plurality of purchase requests. 

Claim )6. (previously presented) The method of claim lj$ wherein said purchase price 
received from each of said purchasers includes a plurality of prices, each price corresponding to 
different quantities of the identified item in the purchase request. 

Claim yf. (previously presented) The method of claim ^6, further comprising: 

receiving at least one acceptable price from the at least one supplier, each 
acceptable price corresponding to a total quantity of the identified item in the collective 
procurement order. 

Claim 18. (canceled) 

. !? 

Claim /9. (previously presented) The method of claim 10, each said purchase request 
specifying at least one additional purchase condition in connection with the identified item. 



Claims 20-35. (canceled) 

0 

Claim (currently amended) A method An apparatus for completing collective 
procurement management orders, comprising: 



8 
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receiving q purchase request from oaoh of q plurality of purohnflero, oaoh purcha s e 
request i ncluding a purchaao prioe and a quantity of an item; 

r e ceiving a oup p ly commitment from for the identified item from oaoh of - a 
plurality of supplier, oaoh oupply commitment i noluding q plural i ty of supply prices, each 
supply prioo oorrcspond i ng - to a quantity of the item to bo inoludcd in an ordcF j 

grouping said purchase request s into a oo l lcctivo procurement order, based on th e 
requested item and the purchas e prioo; 

i dentifying q final supp ly- prioo for the oo ll ootivc procurement order baaed o n t he 
o rd e red quantity of the item i n the collootivc procurement order ond the supply commitments; 
ond 

c ompl e ting the col l ective procurement order such that said plura l i ty o f purchase 
requ e sts arc fulfilled with respoot to each said purchase prioo and received supply c omm i tm e nts, 
at least one of said purchase requests being fulfilled at t h e fi n ol supply price wh en th u di al 
supply price is lower than the purchase price i noludcd i n a purcha s e request 

means for generating a profile for eac h of a plurality of purchasers based on their 
purchase v haracteri$tics over a period of time, the p rofi le characteristics including type? nf 
ferns ordered, quantities of items or d ered, location and shipp ing tieerfo 

myans for generating a profile for each of a plurality of sellers based nn fyp ^ r>f 
items provided, industry type, payment methods used orde r shipment time and credit ratirjg; 

meang for providing to each of the plu r ality of sellers a macro for automat ically 
upload^ a catalog of jtem s available for purc hase, including a minimum price and a minimum 
order size of each of the itemc- 
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means for providing the mi nimum price and the minimum order size to the 
plurality of purchasers prior to a submission of a purchase request: 

megns for receiving a purchase request from each of a plurality of purchasers for 
an identified iten\ the purchase request including at least one separate purchase price , a separate 
quantity of the identified item, and a separate delivery condition for the identified item ; 

means for receiving, from each of a plurality of sellers, a bid for a supp ly 
commitment for the identified ite m, each bid including a plurality of supply prices for the 
identified item, each supply price corresponding to a quantity of the identified item to be 
included in an order. 

means for grouping said plurali ty of purchase requests, based on the identified 
item and the purchase price, into a collective procurement order; 

means for identifying at least one of the plurality of sellers for supplying the 
identified item for th e collective procurement order, based on the received bids: 

means for identif ying a final supply price for the collective procurement order 
based on the quantity of the ident ified item in the collective procurement order and the receive ^ 
bids: and 

means for fulfilling said collective pr ocurement order bv matching at least nne of 
the identified suppliers to at least o ne of said p l urality of purchasers, based on a comparison of 
the profil e of each purchaser vrith the with the profile of each identified supplier, and further 
based on each requested purchase pri ce and received delivery condition compared to the supply 
commitment received for each identi fi ed supplier, at least one of said purchase requests being 



10 
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fulfilled at the final supply price when the final supply price is lower than the purchase price 
included in said purchase request . 

in 

1(5 Claim^a^cuirently amended) The method a pparatus of claim^C'said purchase request 
including at least one additional purchase criteria. 

Claim 3^. '(currently amended) The method a pparatus of claim^T further comprising: 
means for notifying at least one purchaser of a pending collective procurement 
order based upon profile information of the ot - teost one u s er purchaser . 

Claim }9. (currently amended) The method apparatus of claim further comprising: 
means for identifying* to the at least one supplier, a number of purchase requests 
forming said collective procurement order, wherein said supply price is based on the number of 
purchase requests. 

Claim ^(currently amended) The method apparatus of claim a^Tfurther comprising: 
means for notifying the plurality of purchasers of an amount of time remaining 
prior to a closing of the collective procurement order. 



Claim 41 . (canceled) 



11 
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Claim^(previously presented) The system of claim^aid plurality of purchasers 
comprising at least two purchasers providing different purchase prices. 



Claim 43. (canceled) 



Ciaim^fpreviously presented) The method of claim said plurality of purchasers 
comprising at least two purchasers providing different purchase prices. 

Claim 45. (canceled) 
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